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| The Earth is opened, and the Napkin found, in which the Trading- 
Talent of the Nation hath been tyed up, and lain hid for ſome Years 
laſt paſt; for want of which, all Perſons in Exgland, from the 
Tenant to the Landlord, from the Weaver to the Merchant, have 
langviſhed of a deep Conſumption. 


& Sir Fr. Bacon Eſſ. of Sedition and Troubles, Chap. 15. Pag. 85 · 
Above all things, good policy is to be ujed, that the Treaſure and Moneys in 4 State 
be not gathered into few bands, for otherwije a State may have a great Stock, and - 

net ftarve : and Money is like Much, not good except it be ſpread. 6 

Idem, pag. 192. The Bleſſings of Judah and Iſſachar will zcver meet , that the ſame 
ptople or Nation ſhould be both the Lyons Whelp, and the 4ſs between two Burdens ; 
neither will it be, That a prople over-laid with Taxes ſhould ver become Martial 
andY/aliaut. 

Hiſt. of Bell and the Dragon, Verſ. 8. So the King was wrath, and called for his 
Priefts, aud ſaid unto them, If ye tell me not who it is that bath devoure theſe 
expences, ye (hail dit. Vert. 20, 21. Aud the King ſaid, I ſee the ſootſiteps of Men, 
women and Children; and the King was angry, and took the Priefis with their 
Wives and Children, who ſhewed bim the Privy-Door where they came in, and con. 
ſumed ſuch things as were upon the Table. 


Printed in the Tear, 1 679. 
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Muſt * — that 1 have ſo long tired 2 expectations, and which is 
worſe, have aſtogether failed them, except the few Scraps you find in this Reply 
will ſtop the mouth of your firſt Qvery'; ſor as to thefour laſt, I have neither Time 

nor Capacity to ſend any thing that may claim che Title ofa Reſolve,” - 
Let that more able may contribute towards an Anfwer to yaur fo Seaſonable 
and Ratioval Demands, and that — not think I have forgot them, I ſhall here in- 
ſert them in order as you propoſe ph 


4 Query 1. Whetber the great Cauſe of Impoverifliing the Nation, Ruin of Trade, and gene” 
ral conſumption of Comfort, Settlement and Content, which bath brought the Land to u meer 
Anatony, is net caultd by the Pomp, Pride, Luxury, Exefiion and 1 of the Prelates ? 
Query 2. Yhether, Since all other Reformed Churches ix Europe, did apes the firſt Refor- 
4 mation and departurt from Popery, caſt out all Dieciſas Biſhops, Name and Thing, Root and 
| Branch, as an Office altogether Pojiſh, together with all thizr Hierarchical appurtenances, 
and do this day eſteem them no otherwiſe ; why did nos, or doth not England alſo & the lite? 
. Fhether the feveral Reformed Churches beyond the g did not . be 
hands of ai Supreme Governours all the Lordly Revenues of the Prelatet, andl veſerve then 
for publick uſt, or diſpoſe part of them to ſuch 4 4s well 8 of them, in tht ſaithſi 
ſervice of their Country ; and if jo, whether it might not be of gtd and great concern to ehu 
" Kingdom, for the Lordſhips and Baronies belonging to jo many uſeleſs perſour , to be diſpoſed 
\ of by publi:k Autbority, for publick St, and move eſpotiai for tha honenrable mainte- 
ance of thoſe wort hy Perſons and their Poſterity, who have loſt their Blood "und Eſtates in 
the Kings ſervice, and at prejent lye under great diſcourugements, and blieding-wonnds in 
their Temporals, for want of a ſuitable Recompence ; whilſt theje,(who put them all together, ) 
never did half the ſervice, and if occaſion ſhould rtquirt, never can, as one of theſe Hervick 
Gentlemen, yet as Eccleßaſticłs are rewarded with 2, 3, 4, 3, 6, 7, # thouſand pounds per 
annum, 4 man? 

Qrery 4. whether in thoſe Kingdoms and States where e is extirpattd, and a Priſ- 
bytery only retained,there be not as Godly, Able, Orthodax Preachersgatd as conftant Preach» 
ing 4s in this Kingdom ; and more eſpecially, whather their Subjetts art not as cordially obe oO 
dient, and as free from any Rebellion, as in theſe places, where Biſhops arertteined F and alſo 
whether their Councils ave rot free from moleſtation their Nobility and _— free frow 45. 
fronts, and the Commpnalty free from Oppreſſson, where the Prelates are diſabled from fitting 
in Council, from Pearking above the Nobles, and from impoſing hon the Commons ? 

i Query 5. Whether the preſent State of Affairs in our Neigbborr- Nations, eſpecially of 
. France-who beve 4 Prodigious Viftorious 575 a Fleet ſtill lying at Rochel, a fl: plate 


from whence to ixvade us; and the great induſtry of the —— imployed ty divert their arms 
from Spain, and turning them upon jomg other deſtgn 4 whether, 1 jay, it be not reaſpunble to 
conſider of ſome wayto engage all brarts and hands in this Nation unanimonſly to poſe aft 
Invaſions, rather than to multiply Diſcouragements upon the Body of the proplt by 27 ere 
| Oppreſſons ? | 

In Anſwer to your firft, I am by many Reaſons induced to conclude in the Affirma- 
tive, That the cauſe of Inpoveriſbing the Nation, Kyin of Trade, and general con(umption if 
Comfort, Settlement and Gontent, is cauſed by the Pomp, Pride, Luxury Exabtion and Op- 
—— of che Prelates. 

It is atrae Maxime of the Learned Perulam, 4 naler number that ſpend more, and 
gin leſs, do wear out an Eſtate ſaoner, than a greater number that live lower, and gather 


mores So it is with as overgrown Clergy, (or * bring nothing to the Stock. 
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That the Trading-Stock of the Nation is = NE in this Prelatical Gulph, I ſhall de- 
monſtrate, hy laying open to the view the black back · door and cinque that hath drained 
te Trading · Purſe dry, | n ITT 
| Firft. The Revennes, Pomp and State of the Prelates. 
There are two Provincial Archbiſhops, Canterbury and Tork; with their Princely Re- 
tinue, Domeſtick Chaplains, Officers for Temporal Tithes, their Spiritual Officers. Viear- 
General, Guardian of the Spiritualities, Dean of the Arches, with all their under, Officers 
and Attendants. 4 ; ; 
5 Secondly; His Courts. ; 
Court of Faculties, Court of Audience, Prerogative-Court, Delegates, 
Fhere are four and twenty Biſhops Dioceſan, with their Trains, Domeſtick-Seryants, 
Chaplains, Officers and Courts. 90 : . 
Is theſe belong 26 Chancellors, and their Attendants, 24 Regiſters with their Clerks, 
24 Gentlemen Apparators, 130 Inferiour Apparatort, 48 Proctors. 
There are under theſe Biſhops, 60 Arch-Deacons, and theſe have 60 Courts, to which 
belang Commiſſaries; Officials, Surrogates, 6o Regiſters. 20 Proctors, 200 Apparators; 
So that the Number belonging 10 Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Arch-Deacons, and their 
ade, are judged to be no leſs then Tes thouſand Perſons; which will require for their 
naintenance, Two bundred thouſand peunds ver annun, reckoning. them at twenty pounds 
man; whereas ſome of them have one hundred pounds, ſome two hundred pounds, ſome 
2 bundred pounds, ſqueezed out cf the poor people. As for their ſtanding Rents, they 
are well known." + 3 $4 SES ©, 
Their Lordly Palaces, ſumptuous Houſes, Eccleſiaſtical Dignities, Baronies, &c. viis 
e 3 ſuch is their Income, that ĩt amounts at leaſt to four hundred and fifty thouſand 
pounds a yea. 


They have many other ways to enrich themſelves, and impoveriſh the 
Nation; As . . 3 | 8 
Fin, By n and Miniſters four times a year for Money, by wh'ch 

they put poly hundreds of Pounds, | 3 
Secondly, BY lnſtituting and Inducting Parſons and Vicars to Benefices when they fall; 

for exery ſuch Inſtution and Induction they have three pounds at leaſt. Ard in England. 

there are 9385 Pariſbes; ſo that at the rare of one in a Periſh , it amounts to twenty 
ſeven thoujand tight bundred fifty five pounds. . _ | : 

4 ns png making Rural Deans yearly, and for the Oath taking, they p*'y eight ſort 

ngs and fix pence. | | | | 
Fourtbly, By granting Licenſcs for Beneficed Minifters to preach in their own Cures ; 
though they be Ordained before, and ſtrictly et mm nded to Preach, yer they muſt nor 
do it without Licenſe, and this Licenſe coſts them tex fillings, fo that in 5283 Parißhes, 
comes to four thouſand fix bundred ſorty two pounds ten ſbillings. 
'Fiftbly, By granting, 1. Licenſes coCurates to Preach.  - 
| 2. Licenſes for Schoolmaſters ro reach Schaal. 


„VI Licenſes for Pariſi Clarks. e 

py ans 4. Licenſes for Phyſicians to practiſe Phyſick. ; 

8 OY; - 5. Licenſes to Midwives ro do their Chee. — 

OP” 6. Licenſes to Marry, which thing of it ſelj avifeth to a vaſt. 
Revenue. ' n Ee. 


For Abſolving Excommunicated perſons. 1 e 
For putring men to clear themiſelves by Oath, with their Compurgators; £ 
« . * * 6 OF 
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TR For Commutation of penance, for ſo the Rich come off wich a round ſum cr Money, 


bur the poor doing their Penance in kind, muſt ſtand Excommunicated until 

. - they have paid their Fees. | | ; 

Sixthly, By Probates of Wills, and granting Letters of Adminiſtration, which brings 
iz conſtantly great ſums of Monty. Fi F- of 7: 


Seventhly, By framing New Articles, and foreing Chutch-Wardens to preſent upon 


Oath, whereby many Innocent perſons are brought into their Courts, and ſqueezed 
both in Conſcience and Purſe ; and lo is the Church - Warden alſo, if he do not take the 
Oath prepared for him. | 8 5 N i 

| By their Viſitations for Money. 


Firft, Churchi-Wardens of every Pariſh in England and Chappel are called, who re». 
ceive 4 Book of Articles to preſent by; if any are wanting, they are warned to appear 
at their Courts with Coſts, Theſe Church- Wardens pay for their Book of Articles every. 


year, (although the very ſanje) as alſo for writing their Preſentments by a Clerk ( hic 
they themſelves could do, | 
9285 Pariſhes cometh to one thou fifty eight pounds odd money yearly. £% | 

Secondly, Miniſters that are Licenſed pay ont ſbilling tight pence, or thereabouts, for 
ſhewing their Licenſe to Preach, to the Regiſter, at every Biſhops Viſitation, though ſeen. 
and allowed before ;z after that, four ſhillings for Procuration to the Biſhop z and to the 
Gentleman Apparator eight pence, though moſt pay twelve pence. 

I ſhall omit the poor Curates Suir and Service at this Court, only let you know, That 
when any 4rchbiſhop comes newly to Tork; all the Parſons and Vicars in his Juriſdi&ion, 
though never ſo poor, and their charge never ſo great, give him a tenth of their Liv- 
ings for a Benevolence, to help the poor Biſhop to ſettle himſelf in fire or fix thouſand 


pounds a year ; and if any, yea, the meaneſt Vicar, whole poor Children want Bread; 


do through poverty omit the payment, this Reverend Father doth pitiſully whip him to 
whe very Bones, in his mercileſs Spiritual Court. e 
| By Arch-Deacons Viſitations. 

Theſe are twice a year. At Eaſter- Viſnacion the Miniſters pay their Paſcal Rents, or 
Synodals, which ſums are like to all; ſome 5+, ſame leſs. | 

At Michatlmss they pay Proczrat ions; ſome ſeven 1illings, ſome ten ſhillings, ſome 
Jeſs. But jt is judged that Miniſters pay yearly at Viſitations, fve thoxſand pounds and. 
vpwatds, | 
By the vaſt Charges in Collegiat- Churches. 

There are twenty fix great Deans with their A ttendants and Servants. 544. Canons 
Reſidents and Prebendaries, with a numerous train of Vicars, Peti-Canons, Singing: men 
and Boys, Choriſtcrs, Organiſts, Goſpcllers, Epiſtelers, Virgers. P | 

Now this Jovial Crew have belonging to them, about four thouſand pounds yearly, in 
Lands, Rents, Lcaſes, and Other Revenues and Profits thereunto belonging. | 
The exceſſive Expences that many thouſands of the Trading People of the 

Nation are put unto, by the Rigorous and Tyrannical proceedings of the 

Bichops, in-Excommunicating perſons, for three pence, ſix pence, aad 

very trivial things. * = 3 | 

A Cara!ogue may ſhortly be preſented to you of the many Families already und one by 
them whecein it will be made manifeſt, That more Families have been Ruined, more 


Perſons It prĩſoned, more Money ſpent by the Cruelty of the Prelates proceedings, than 
by all Law-Suits in all Courts of Juqicarure, all Payments and Taxes whatſoever , ex - 


ce pt upon the late extraord ina J occaſior. 
The 


bur are not permitted ) tws ſhil!ings four penct; which in 


— — 


The vaſt ſums of Money that the Biſhops, Deans, &e. have treaſurcd up, 
extorting it from the Subjects for Fines. DIE 8p 

. You know that for ſowetime by-paſt, their Revenues were alient a 
old for great ſums of 8 Natives 27 England, Thoſe who bought = tad 


improved being ſame thouſands of Families,) arc undone by 
. e-. The 8 enter ar 1 ofats 


Old Leaſes were expired, they proclaim their Markets, he ay od. bay moſt, Friend or 
8 


Fo, he ſhall-be raken Tenant ; they ſcrew up the value to the height, and hereby they 
have drained our of the peoples Purſes ſuch ſums of Morey, that amounts to fo mon- 
ſtrucus a Maſs, that ſcarce any Princes Treaſure in Exrope is able to ballance it; in the 
mean time, the Money (that beſcxe ran currant in Trading Yis Damned ap in their Coffers. 
|  Hereby the Monty that ſhould carry on Trade, is Ingroſſed into the hands of a few 

Ruſty Eccleſiaſticks, who-neicher ſerve cur Lords Jefus Chriſt, nor their Countrey, bur 
theit own Bellies ; and hoard up the Riches, thitſhould be as the flood in the Yere 
porta, to be diſtributed into every Vein and part of the Body ; but by being choaked up 
in their Corben, brings the x hoſẽ Natioa in'o Conſumption, w : 

And it's very eonſidei able, That in all other Trades, menhave ſome for their 
Money: The Farmers hath good Land fot rheir Money from the & Clothier 
hath good Wool from the Farmer for his Money, the Merchant hach good Ctorh from 
the Clothier.for his Money; and thus it goes round to every one's benefit. 4 * 
what have we tow . cy Money ? The Anſter will be readily made by 
the m3jor t 8 e - 1 

Firf, We hare al our Able, Go by, Ortbadol Miniſters turned ovt, ruined and beg- 
2 2 Supply provided tor the 2 — ot mY and their Families 
and in their rooms, (in many pla a company bauched, Illiterate, Superſti 
Profane Prieſts; pred Bind geiles 2 net ds lead them chat follow them to . 

Stes naly, We have gorten moſt of the Church · Warden Ferjured, chat do Swerr to 
ſent according to their Viſitation · Articles, and moſt of them undone that do not 
car, although the Impoſing of fuch an Oath is a breach ſundamenti Laws ofthe 

Land. Thoſe.Church-Wardens that are not perjured, but purſue the Oath in perſceuting 

their — are plunged into ſuch horrid} guitr, that without ſerious Rep 
they muff periſheternaly-; for they perſecmethe Godly for — the Nięhte · 
ous ſor v ighteouſneſs ſake, as will appear in theſe following Inſtances. 

I. Ifa n end able, yea, though Ordained. Preach without a Licenſe 
from the Biſhop,rhe Warden bound to preſent him, and bring him into trouble: 
it be Frech ine Cloak. and not ina Garment Canonical, he is bound to do the like, 

II. If any perſon go to hear a Sermon from his on Pariſh Church, though there be 
uo Prexching Miniſter there, nor no Sermon at all; and though he be bound by his 
Vow in Baptiſm to hear Sermons, this man ts to be pre ſented. 

III. If a poor man that hath not Bread for his Family. but what die earneth by his dail 
labour ʒiſ he work upon a fhly- day, appo nted by Romiſh Inſtitution, he is to be preſented. 

IV. It any perfoh coming to Charch eo the r ſervice, do not ſtand up at the Creed, do 
not bow at the'Neme of Jeſus; do not keep off his Har all the while, he muſt be preſented, 

Now there are in all, fbrerſtore and fourteen thouſand Church-Wardens and Sides-wen in 
England very yeer, and what a dreadful thing is ĩt to have all theſe yearly, either Per- 
Jurad. Perſecutors, or Porjecuted ? <=: „„ 

Thirdly, We have gotten molt of the Sober Trading part of rhe Nation Diſcouraged 
by-Ciratians, E xecramunications, Writs ro take them Excommunicated, Impriſonments 
pon Ecclefiaſt'cal accounts; by this means, thouſands. of Familic care already ruined, 
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the Tirith, We have got a fort of proud Pretates, of mean Extract, net of the higheſt 
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their Silence at Nh a time when Popery harh ſo tra- 


few 
velted to Popiſh Books P inted and Publifhed in Exglazd, in at- 
— po b he eſtes Religion, yot few of out Bifhcps have froud up in 


ppoiiicn ro the 8 5 Printed any Cautioh agaioff Popery,, or Anſwer to he 

"wp. | 3 . However verg late they oe 2 8 1 mrs 
? rrawphing upon our Gentry, to pow t wo if Mom 

oo offer not at. their Shrine; inſomuch oe = , 1 pe ron © 6601. 


EL one ith of the Hrelates (lately dead Relay 2 Lut aus 
ſame, anſwered, het 28. 5558 think that ph is fit for every 781 — 


8 mas 10 ſpea ras fo 4-3 ? dejiding he Gentry of our Land, as not worth 
FEI. 
to 

. ken gotten aff manner of miſery to-Soul and Body, Plague, Fire, . Ufniver- 
cg Beggary, and whhour ſaaſonable Fercy, the toial Ru ofthe whole Kingdom. 
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Per- ceeding not Peter in teachiy, 0 1 Rowulus i in 1 
Lord cobban, that faith 1 faith co 74 pa, No * have ye n — the 
4 Scriptures, ſo Lordly to take it, 0s, but.iy A and Cajaphas, who fate in Judgment oe 
ige apon Cbrift and his Apaſiles ; of them * have you taben it to 5 Chrifts Members as Je do. we 
* Mr. Tindal, _ and learned N writeth, 1 te the Realm where the Prilates: 
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| 


the Sheep, or Foxes to th: Guſt, a 20 is * miſchief or diſorder, whether it 4 in 1 tis 
Temporal Regiment or Spiritual, w 2 they are not the chief cauſes, and qven the very fon 
tain and ſpring : ſo that it is 7mpoſſpble to preach againſt any: miſchief,. txcept thou begin at 1 
them; or to {et up any Refafmation ix the aui, except they are firſt reformed. Thiy art as 
' obdurate as Pharack; 4d therefore perſecute they Go 5 Wor gra, and, the Preachers thereof 5 
they ſtir up miſchief in the world; % ing Princes to Mar 34955 gt into.the conſciences of 
Kings, and perſwade them what they lift, neither can any King have reſt for them 3 bby pre-- } 
tend they are 1% God and the Church, hut their jecret intent is to bring all under their power; ; 
and when they art once itt bigb, then ate they Tyraftt above all Thrants. 4 
Mr. Fohn Frith, that warthy- Martyr, in his An wer to My. Moer's Preface; 5. Since Syle 
,veſter received ſuch Poſſiſſo n, 1 e Cankty ſo crept. into the Church, that it hath almoſt 
leſt never a jound Member; they 11 255 of GU word they. preached their o Connα - | 
| Wale, and made Laws. tobavt all under tbew , and ven as . the 700ms of, Meſel, Aaron, 
Caleb, Anf other ſuch ſaithful Tief came Herod, Annas, Caiaphas, Pilate, aud 
ich put Cbriſt to drath. So infttdd of Chriſt, Peter i Paul James, John, and the 
Nee ollowtrs f Chriſt, we have Popes, Cardingls, 4 rebbil8 reps, aud proud, Prelates, 
with their Proflori, and malicious Mingers of their Walter the Devi » Whoſe end ſoul be 46> | 
cording.totheir w 9 | © 
Dr. Parnes in his Supplication to Hex) the Eighth,. Now it 75/0 far come chat whoſe» 
'ever be br, 15 J low, 1ich or. por, wiſt or fooliſh, that jpeaktth againſt the Prolates, and 
their victous Rig, be is eit dl page's A for to your grace, or 43 Rerttich.; Enony or | 
'Shiſmati fees Inſt boly ly church 09 tes were Kings or Ae nk 3.04 if 8 5 hes 
out / Gods ee . i ey, damnabl e Draa 5 585 ; 
| | wy 1 55 111 107 'belp to colbat 4 ang, 45 
. . \Kibellion, and thxtempt bf 505 
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